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The River Valleys

The valleys provide a welcome break in the more mono-
tonous plain areas. The right banks are high, often rising
to steep bluffs, covered with cool pine-woods, and frequently
overlooking broad meadowrlands studded with woods. The
valleys are usually broad and the left banks are low.

It was the level nature of the land which assisted the early
exploration and colonization of Siberia at a time when the
only means of travel were the sledge in winter and the rivers
in summer. The Cossacks traversed Siberia from west to east
during the sixteenth century and early in the seventeenth
century. The early penetration took place along the northern
edge of the steppe, where the wooded country afforded pro-
tection from the nomadic tribesmen. The lateral tributaries
of the great rivers assisted the traders who followed the
Cossack bands. For example, the river Ket, a tributary of the
Ob5 flows close to the Yenessei. 'Another tributary farther
south was also used, and from the upper reaches of these rivers
portages were made. There have been many projects for
linking the Yenessei to the Ob by means of a canal.

The river and portage route was followed in the seventeenth
century by the tea-traders who transported tea from China
to Nizhni-Novgorod. Forts were set up at river junctions
and at the head of navigation. Later more southerly routes
were followed, and Krasnoyarsk, for example, became more
important than the old trading-post of Yenesseisk. The possi-
bility of reopening the northern route as a supplementary line
of communication and to assist the development of the southern
border of the coniferous forest zone has recently been revived,
and the construction of a railway from Yenesseisk to Tomsk,
and a canal to link the Ob with the Volga (Fig. 38) has been
considered.

The South-east Comer of the Novosibirsk Region
In the south-eastern corner of the West Siberian Lowland
the land rises gradually to the foothills of the Altai-Sayan